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remains in the forefront of treating the children in
our community,” said Bob Baal, CEO of Baptist
Health Foundation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leiva are members of Baptist

In aprons and chef hats, a sell-out crowd of more
than 300 guests prepared gourmet meals under the

Continued on page 3

Baptist Children’s Hospital Benefits from 
Donors’ Generosity

María Camila and German Leiva have been avid
supporters of Baptist Hospital since 1993. They are
especially enthusiastic and energetic advocates for
excellence in pediatric healthcare and have taken a
special interest in Baptist Children’s Hospital since
it was founded in 1997. This dedica-
tion inspired their generous gift of
$100,000 to Baptist Children’s
Hospital. 

To thank Mr. and Mrs. Leiva for
their generosity, Bo Boulenger, CEO
of Baptist Hospital, Randall H. Lee,
vice president and COO of Baptist
Hospital, and the Baptist Health
Foundation hosted a special recep-
tion and dedication naming the third-
floor nursing station in honor of the
Leivas. “It is because of people like
María Camila and German that
Baptist Children’s Hospital clearly

Honoree Randy Schenkman, M.D. (left), with Bram
Hechtkopf, Lara Schenkman, Miriam Schenkman,
Ian Schenkman and Joel Schenkman, M.D. 

Sauté and Sip Interactive Dinner Raises $132,000
for Advanced Breast Surgical and Imaging Center

tutelage of two renowned chefs at the inaugural
Pineapple Sauté and Sip Interactive Dinner. The event
took place May 9 at the Biltmore Hotel and raised
$132,000 to benefit the new Advanced Breast Surgical
and Imaging Center, which will be located on the first
floor of the South Miami Medical Arts Building.

Hosted by Baptist Outpatient Services, the event
honored Randy Schenkman, M.D., for her vision and

Continued on page 3

Left to right: Bo Boulenger, CEO of Baptist Hospital; María Camila and
German Leiva; Bob Baal, CEO of Baptist Health Foundation; and Randy
Lee, vice president and COO of Baptist Hospital.
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Former Coral
Gables Mayor
George M. Corrigan
believes that Baptist
Health South Florida
is an “organization
doing everything
right.” Therefore, he
and his wife Anna
Mae decided to
reward Baptist
Health — and them-
selves — by making
a substantial charita-
ble annuity gift to
Baptist Health
Foundation. Their
gift was designated for the South Miami Heart
Center and the Center for Excellence in Nursing.

Mr. Corrigan, the City Beautiful’s mayor from
1987 to 1993, understands better than most exactly
how well Baptist Health serves community needs.
He is a member of Baptist Health’s Board of
Trustees, for which he heads up the Finance and
Insurance Committee, and occupies seats on the
Audit and Compliance and Investment Review
Committees. And he continues to serve today, as he
has for an astonishing three decades, on the South
Miami Hospital board, for which he is currently 
secretary-treasurer.

The Corrigans have given their gift in the form
of appreciated stock, part of which the Foundation
invests in an annuity that directly benefits the 
couple. Mr. Corrigan says that every February, he
and his wife will receive what he calls a “rebate
check” for an amount much higher than had they
sold the stock and invested the proceeds in an
income-producing certificate of deposit.

If he dies first, Mrs. Corrigan will continue to
receive annual payments throughout her lifetime.
“If we live long enough, this won’t cost us any-
thing,” added the 80-year-old with a characteristic
tinge of optimism.

“As a business decision, this makes sense,” he
said. Mr. Corrigan holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration from the University of
Miami. He spent 32 years with Federated Department
Stores, retiring as manager of the Jordan Marsh store
at Dadeland. His financial analysis skills were further
honed as founding board member, president and
chairman of the Bank of Coral Gables.

The Corrigans also benefit because their dona-
tion of appreciated stock does not trigger adverse tax
consequences. Had the Corrigans made a gift of

Donor Spotlight — The Corrigans’ Gift Gives Back

appreciated property, the same principle would have
applied.

But clearly, what drove the Corrigans’ decision
most was the opportunity to “feel good about our-
selves” by giving something back to the community. 

“I should have done this a long time ago,” Mr.
Corrigan stated. “Board members have a financial
obligation.”

Congratulations 
to New Founders

Founders are benefactors whose cumula-
tive gifts or pledges to Baptist Health South
Florida Foundation have reached $50,000.
With a pledge of $50,000 or more, individuals
join the Founders Society and fellow philan-
thropists in helping to advance medical excel-
lence at Baptist, Baptist Children’s, South
Miami, Doctors, Homestead and Mariners
Hospitals, Baptist Cardiac & Vascular Institute
and Baptist Outpatient Services.

�

Nancy Griffin Ameglio
Jeffrey Buchwald

Becky & Marc Buchwald
Laura & Jose Gonzalez

Tamra & Steven Gordon
Margaret & Ramond Lander
Adrienne Isabel Luedeking

Dee & Ken Meeks
Lucy & Karl Otzen

Ruth Pollio
Mayra & Luis Rabell
Agnes & Paul Rishell

Becky & David Rosenbaum
Dale Schuble

Lynn & Lawrence Tornek
Kathy White & Bill Wonfor

�

For additional information on membership
or a brochure, contact Stephen J. Parsons,
CFRE, vice president and chief development
officer, at 786-596-5411.

Anna Mae and George M.
Corrigan
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Health’s Century Club Donor Society, for
philanthropists whose cumulative dona-
tions to Baptist Health total $100,000 to
$250,000. Mrs. Leiva is a long-time 
member of the Baptist Health Foundation
Board and the Baptist Hospital Board, and
chair of the Baptist Children’s Hospital
Foundation Board. “Not only do the Leivas
support the hospital with their gifts — they
go beyond that,” said Randy Lee, adminis-
trator of Baptist Children’s Hospital. “They
take a leadership role and give of their time
as well.”

South Florida residents for 27 years, the
Leivas founded the Miami Free Trade Zone in 1977. They sold that business in 2000 and now offer interna-
tional trade consulting. Mr. and Mrs. Leiva feel that the community has been good to their family, and that
giving back is both a duty and an honor. “I feel that we need to be responsible for the future of our own
community,” said Mrs. Leiva. “And I think that having excellent healthcare services available for the chil-
dren is very, very critical.” The Leivas’ gift helps enhance the hospital’s ability to provide the best possible
care for children in the South Florida community.

For more information about Baptist Children’s Hospital, please call Stephen J. Parsons, CFRE, vice
president and chief development officer of Baptist Health Foundation, at 786-596-5411.  

inspiration in the development of the new center. The
Presenting Sponsor for the evening was Radiology
Associates of South Florida, the Supporting Sponsor
was Clean Image Corporation, and the Platinum
Sponsors were City National Bank of Florida and
Marta Weeks.

The gourmet fete opened with a champagne
reception and featured live and silent auctions. Guests
embarked on a culinary adventure as they cooked
alongside Chef Micah Edelstein of Bravo’s hit show
Top Chef, and Chef Kira Volz, executive chef of

Miami Beach-based Creek 28. “We’re very excited to
have Micah and Kira host our first interactive dinner,”
said Patricia Rosello, CEO of Baptist Outpatient
Services. “We are so pleased that everyone enjoyed 
this exciting evening while benefiting the women of
our community.” Diane Magnum, former anchor of the
Weekend Morning News for Local 10, served as the
evening’s emcee.

The new Advanced BreastnSurgical and Imaging
Center’s mission is to provide women with convenient
access to state-of-the-art technology and expert physi-
cians for the purpose of early detection and treatment
of breast cancer. The Center will perform a variety of
procedures, such as breast MRI and ultrasounds,
stereotactic biopsies, and MRI and ultrasound-guided
breast biopsies. In addition, top-tier breast surgeons
will be employed and located at the Center and an on-
site counselor will assist women with appointments
throughout the system. Most importantly, these coun-
selors will provide emotional support to breast cancer
patients from the moment of diagnosis and throughout
the medical journey. The target opening date is 
early 2009. 

For more information about the Advanced Breast
Surgical and Imaging Center, please call Stephen J.
Parsons, CFRE, vice president and chief development
officer of Baptist Health Foundation, at 786-596-5411.

Neil Messinger, M.D. (left), of Presenting Sponsor
Radiology Associates of South Florida; Diane Magnum;
Patricia Rosello, Baptist Outpatient Services CEO; and
Dave Rudra of Supporting Sponsor Clean Image
Corporation.

Baptist Children’s Hospital Benefits from Donors’ Generosity             Continued from page 1

Sauté and Sip Interactive Dinner Raises $132,000 for Advanced Breast Surgical 
and Imaging Center                                                                          Continued from page 1

Left to right: Alexis Rodriguez, Sandra Leiva Rodriguez, German and
Maria Camila Leiva, Camilo Leiva and Rodrigo Leiva.
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Virtual tourism and philanthropy hit the spot-
light as more than 600 guests enjoyed an Arabian
Nights-themed evening at South Miami Hospital’s
annual fundraising event. Held on March 15, the
48th annual Mercury Ball raised a record-breaking
$200,000 for the establishment of South Miami
Hospital’s Umbilical Cord Blood Collection Center,
the first in the region. 

With accents of Middle Eastern food, rich
Arabian decor and entertainment by belly dancers,
the event took place at the Doral Golf Resort &
Spa. Patricia Birch chaired the ball, along with co-
chairs Zeina and Ghassan Haddad, M.D.

Each year the ball is organized by the South
Miami Hospital Associates, a group of volunteer
business leaders who serve as goodwill ambas-
sadors and fundraisers for the hospital, and the
South Miami Hospital Foundation, the fundraising
arm of the hospital. 

The Associates honored Baptist Health’s Chief
Operating Officer, D. Wayne Brackin, as the Person

of the Year, for his
commitment to
South Miami
Hospital’s services
and community
involvement. Mr.
Brackin served as
the hospital’s chief
executive 
officer for 12 years
before he was 
promoted in 2007 
to executive vice
president and chief 
operating officer of
Baptist Health.

TotalBank was
the Presenting
Sponsor of the ball.
Other major spon-
sors included Kidz
Medical Services,
Inc., Limestone
Hills Corporation,
First National Bank
of South Miami,
Cardiovascular
Medicine Associates,
and Reiss, Kang &
Burks, M.D., P.A.

The umbilical
cord blood collec-
tion center will allow parents who give birth to
babies at South Miami Hospital the option of donat-
ing their newborns’ cord blood for use anywhere in
the world. The idea originated from South Miami
Hospital cardiologist Harry Aldrich, M.D., whose
family faced difficulties while locating a bone mar-
row donor for his son, who was diagnosed with
leukemia. Umbilical cord blood, which is often dis-
carded as medical waste, can be transplanted into
patients with blood disorders. Unlike bone marrow,
donated cord blood generally does not have to
exactly match the blood of the recipient. Therefore,
donated cord blood is especially beneficial to ethnic
minorities, who often have a difficult time finding
bone marrow matches. Miami’s diverse culture 
provides a rich source of cord blood for the world,
according to Dr. Aldrich.

For more information about the umbilical cord
blood collection center and South Miami Hospital
Foundation, call Karl Cetta at 786-662-8206.

Left to right: Founders Society members Jorge E. Perez,
M.D., and Kerry Perez; and Debbie and Albert Taño,
M.D., of Kidz Medical Services, Inc.

Left to right: Javier Hernandez-Lichtl, CEO of South
Miami Hospital, and ball chair Patricia Birch with
Kathleen and Bill Heffernan, president and CEO of
Presenting Sponsor, TotalBank.

Arabian Nights Lead to Healthier Days 
for Patients with Blood Diseases

Summer 2008

Ball co-chairs Zeina and
Ghassan Haddad, M.D.

D. Wayne Brackin, Baptist
Health executive vice presi-
dent and COO, accepts the
Person of the Year award.
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A high-seas adventure greeted
children who participated in the
annual Guides for Kids program.
Nautical fun and noteworthy activ-
ities transformed April 12 into a
day to remember for about a dozen
children, including oncology
patients, from Baptist Children’s
Hospital. With parents and volun-
teers, the group embarked from
Bayfront Park in Homestead with
experienced fishing guides, who
donated their time and vessels for
the kids. The captains/fishing
guides were Joe Robinson, Skip
Soulé, Dave Sutton, Dave Baskin,
T.W. Cyr, Jim Hale, Donny Hall,
Rich Smith, Gabe Nemeth and
Pete Silot. 

In addition to the fishing trip,
activities included a luncheon, a
trophy ceremony and the distribution of gifts, includ-
ing hats and T-shirts for participants. The day also
featured a surprise visit from members of the Miami-
Dade County Fire Department. Firefighters arrived

with a fire truck and gave the chil-
dren a tour of the truck.

Each child participating in the
event was sponsored by a corporate
or individual donor. Everything was
donated. “The only thing we had to
pay for was the $140 for the picnic
pavilion rental,” said Paul Soulé,
Baptist Health Foundation Board
treasurer and coordinator of the
event. “It’s infectious. People really
wanted to do something for these
kids.” The funds raised, about
$24,000, will benefit the pediatric
facilities at Homestead Hospital. 

Sponsors included Blue Cross
Blue Shield, Bob Baal, CEO of
Baptist Health Foundation, Capt.
Rick Murphy, Coastal Construction
Group,  First National Bank of South
Florida, the Hirsch Family Foundation,

Christine Jefferson, Christine Kotler, Rudy Kranys, Maria
Camila Leiva, M.T. Causley, Inc., Larry Richardson, Paul
Soulé, Sportsman’s Adventures, Inc., Bill Tillet and
Shannon Wynne.

Guides for Kids Program — A Prize Catch 

October 15 South Miami Hospital Annual Golf
Classic at the Doral Golf Resort &
Spa. For more information, call
Sheila Banks at 786-596-8953.

November 6 Baptist Health Nursing Scholars
Fundraising Dinner, “The Heart
of Nursing,” at Jungle Island. For
more information, call Lori
Elsbree at 786-596-8954.

November 7 Homestead Hospital Pineapple
Gala at the Homestead-Miami
Speedway. For more information,
call Delia Diaz at 786-243-8112.

November 22 Baptist Hospital “Rock’n
Royalty” Ball at the Doral Golf
Resort & Spa. For more informa-
tion, call Lori Elsbree at 
786-596-8954. 

December 6 Mariners Hospital Gordon Present
5K Walk/Run for Wellness. For
more information, call Jamie
Niedbalski at 305-434-1026.

MARK THESE DATES

Fishing guide, Donny Hall, holds 11-
year-old Martin Solano’s mangrove snap-
per, caught in Biscayne Bay, as Yaremi
Acree, Martin’s mother, proudly looks on.

Al Speyer from CARA Charities, supported
by the Bridgestone Firestone Trust Fund, presents
a check for $2,500 and an infant car seat to Tom
Schramm, development officer of Homestead
Hospital Foundation, and Betty Jane France, chair
of the NASCAR Foundation. The presentation,
which took place during the pre-race ceremonies
of the Indy Racing League race on March 29, 
represents a portion of the proceeds from the
CARA Charities’ “Buckle Up Baby” infant car
seat donation program for the 2008 racing season.
The funds will be used to purchase infant car 
seats for needy families. 



Foundation NewsSummer 20086

Fundraising Opportunities

Baptist Health South Florida Hospitals

Baptist Health South Florida Foundation raises funds to help maintain and improve the quality of healthcare
in the communities served by our hospitals. Listed below are several fundraising opportunities. If you would like
to help, please call Christopher Kraus or Stephen J. Parsons, CFRE, at the Foundation office at 786-596-6535. 

Center for Excellence in Nursing – Baptist Health South Florida
The Center for Excellence in Nursing encompasses all Baptist Health hospitals and facilities. Donations

help educate, train and develop the nursing staff, support nursing scholarships and improve patient care with
nurse-approved equipment and programs.

South Miami Heart Center
South Miami Heart Center takes a comprehensive approach toward the prevention, diagnosis and treatment

of cardiovascular disease. The Center offers a full range of care, coupled with community awareness, prevention,
education and support to encourage lifestyle changes that benefit health. For more information, contact Karl
Cetta at South Miami Hospital Foundation at 786-662-8206 or e-mail karlc@baptisthealth.net.

Advanced Breast Surgical and Imaging Center – Baptist Outpatient Services
The Center will have state-of-the-art technology to perform a variety of procedures such as breast MRI

and ultrasounds, stereotactic biopsies and MRI- and ultrasound-guided breast biopsies. Top breast surgeons
will utilize the Center and on-site counseling will be provided to patients for extra emotional support and
guidance. The Center will be located in the South Miami Hospital Medical Arts Building and is scheduled to
open in early 2009. 

Center for Healthy Living – Baptist Health South Florida 
The proposed Center will house two distinct but related progams: the Prevention and Wellness Center,

for diagnostic and research capabilities, cardiac and diabetes care and outpatient rehabilitation; and the
Community Learning Center, with classrooms, auditorium, computerized training lab, nursing and medical
education, senior citizen computerized learning center, conferences, training and community education.

Baptist Children’s Hospital
Families with children who are undergoing treatment for cancer are devastated, both emotionally and

financially. A special fund supports needy families by helping with housing, transportation, access to a child
psychologist and additional services that otherwise would not be available. 

Doctors Hospital
Doctors Hospital has a tradition of excellence, with an outstanding reputation for orthopedics, general

surgery, neurosurgery — including a state-of-the-art Gamma Knife — gynecology, gynecologic oncology
and emergency and general medicine. For more information, call Barbara Norland at 786-308-3577, or 
e-mail barbarano@baptisthealth.net.

Mariners Hospital 
A $1 million lead gift from the Gintel Family Foundation has established an endowment fund to support

Mariners Hospital’s eICU LifeGuard system. The eICU is an offsite electronic monitoring system that detects
subtle changes in a patient’s condition before significant complications develop. To help Mariners Hospital
Foundation reach its $4 million eICU endowment fund goal, contact Wendy Gentes at 305-434-1665, or e-mail
wendyrg@baptisthealth.net.

Homestead Hospital
Homestead Hospital brings the latest equipment and services to the growing South Miami-Dade community.

The 300,000-square-foot, $135 million hospital features private patient rooms, a 24-hour Emergency Center,
Speediatrics — the Betty Jane France Children’s Emergency Room — and an urgent care center. The hospital
also offers expanded outpatient diagnostic and surgery services. For more information, call Tom Schramm at 
786-243-8531, or e-mail thomassc@baptisthealth.net.
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Titanium $50,000+
Radiology Associates of South Florida, P.A.

Platinum $30,000-$49,999
AIG Retirement 
Critical Care Newborn Services
Siemens Med-Lab
Siemens Medical Solutions

Gold $25,000-$29,999
Bank of America
Cardinal Health
Pollack & Rosen, P.A.

Silver $15,000-$24,999
American Medical Response
Arellano Construction Company
Bermello, Ajamil & Partners 
Clean Image Corporation
Countrywide Home Loans 
Eastern Medical Courier
Falk, Waas, Hernandez, Cortina, Solomon 

& Bonner, P.A.
Merrill Lynch

Congratulations, Corporate Partners

The Corporate Partners program is a cooperative effort of community leaders and businesses dedi-
cated to helping Baptist Health South Florida provide personalized healthcare with the latest medical
technology and finest staff. Through the generous contributions of these companies, Baptist Health can
continue to improve medical services in our community.

MGE Architects
ProAssurance Corporation
Regions Bank
Royal Caribbean International & Celebrity

Cruises 
Trane
Tri-City Electric Co., Inc.
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy, & Ford, P.A.

Bronze $10,000-$14,999
AT&T
Bridgewater Associates, Inc.
CGI, Inc.
Coconut Grove Bank
First National Bank of South Miami
Hill-Rom
IKON 
J. & W. Seligman & Co.
Julius Baer Investment Management Co.
Nicholas-Applegate Capital Management Co.
Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff 

& Sitterson, P.A. 
Visicu

For more information, contact Barbara Norland, director of development, at 786-308-3577.

Foundation News
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For further information, contact Christopher Kraus or Elaine Ames at 786-596-6535, 
or e-mail giving@baptisthealth.net.
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